
times since, that constitution is 
still in effect today. As a result, 
Florida has one of the weakest 
governorships in the country.25

Of course, state legislatures 
do not always gain the upper 
hand. In states whose consti-
tutions give governors the 
edge, some chief executives 
have been very aggressive in 
expanding their powers. 
Although their techniques do 
not involve written amend-
ments to the state constitu-
tions themselves, they do 
affect the distribution of pow-
ers within state government—
a function that is a primary 
concern of state constitutions.

State constitutions may also 
be changed in another way—
through simple neglect . 
Sometimes state governments 
just stop enforcing obscure or 
repugnant sections of their 
state constitutions, effectively 
changing the constitutions in 
the process. No politician today 
would dare to argue for deny-
ing the vote to individuals sim-
ply because they are poor or do 
not own land or belong to a 
minority group; yet until 1999 
Texas’s constitution contained a 
provision that limited the right 
to vote to citizens who owned 
land and paid a poll tax. The 
state government had stopped 
enforcing these objectionable 
requirements long before but 
had neglected to actually repeal 
them. Likewise, Alabama’s con-
stitution outlawed interracial 
marriages until an amendment 
overturned the ban in 2000; the 
state had informally dropped 
enforcement of the provision 
years earlier.
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Source: Data from Audrey Wall, “State Constitutions,” in The Book of the States 2013, ed. Council of State Governments 
(Lexington, KY: Council of State Governments, 2013), Table 1.2, http://knowledgecenter.csg.org/kc/content/book-states-
2013-chapter-1-state-constitutions.

Source: Data from Audrey Wall, “State Constitutions,” in The Book of the States 2013, ed. Council of State Governments 
(Lexington, KY: Council of State Governments, 2013), Table 1.2, http://knowledgecenter.csg.org/kc/content/book-states-
2013-chapter-1-state-constitutions.
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